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Disclaimer 
This book may be of assistance to you, but there is no guarantee that the 

publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your 

particular purposes and therefore disclaim all liability from error, loss or other 

consequence that may arise from relying on any information in this book. 

This book has been prepared, and supporting documents used, with diligence. 

Statements within this publication that originate from groups or individuals 

have not been evidentially tested. No liability is accepted from any action 

resulting from an interpretation of this book or any part of it. The data in this 

book is arrived at from information sourced and available in the public domain 

at the time. The passage of time, manifestation of latent conditions or impacts 

of future events may necessitate further examination and subsequent data 

analysis , and re-evaluation of the data, findings, observations and conclusions 

expressed in this book. This book has been prepared in accordance with care 

and thoroughness. No warranty or guarantee, whether expressed or implied, is 

made of the data, observations and findings expressed in 

this book. This book should be read in full. I accept no 

liability or responsibility whatsoever for, or in respect of, any 

use of, or reliance upon, this book by any third party. 

However, I do sincerely hope this book encourages you to 

enquire about and or further evaluate the material 

presented and diligently follow up on any aspect of Otway Ranges water 

resource management that may have been aroused in your mind but not 

answered. 

February 2018 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



The Roger Blake Report & Some Follow Up to Questions raised in Otway Water Book 31  

 

P
a

g
e3

 

INTRODUCTION. 
 
This Book is made up of two sections. The first is a copy of a report Roger Blake 
first tabled at a meeting between himself, Jim Lidgerwood and myself with 
Tracey Slatter (CEO) and Jo Plummer (Chair) of Barwon water, May 2017. This 
meeting came about following discussions between a group of concerned 
citizens regarding water resource management in the Otway Ranges and 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ wƛƻǊŘŀƴ όatύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ 
clarification which I have attempted, but in essence this report is an excellent 
summation of mistakes made in the past regarding the allocation of 
groundwater extraction rates at the Barwon Downs Borefield. wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
has been circulated to the members of the Barwon Water Groundwater 
Community Reference Group that is assisting and looking into the renewal of 
the groundwater extraction licence process due in 2019. 
 
The second section covers the lead up and explanation given to some of the 
mistakes found in two of Jacobs reports that had previously been presented to 
this Reference Group. The reason for inclusion with the above section will 
become obvious as these mistakes were pointed out at the 4 May 2017 
meeting as mentioned above, and assurances made that they would be 
answered.   
 
άThe new monitoring program will increase understanding of the Barwon 

Downs groundwater system in its normal state.έ 
(SKM 2015) 

 
άNo evidence was found that declining groundwater levels caused by 
groundwater extraction at Barwon Downs had a negative impact on 

vegetation health in the catchment.έ 
(Jacobs 2016) 

 
ά...water table drawdown occurs during pumping, but no long-term 
environmental impacts have been linked to borefield operation.έ 

(Barwon Water, February 2012:Water Supply Demand Strategy 2012-2062, Draft.) 
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SECTION ONE (Pages 4 -37). 
The 4 of May meeting with Barwon Water had to be before the 7th of May 
when both Roger and I were leaving the country for some considerable time, 
and because of this extremely tight time line there was little chance for Roger 
and I to thoroughly proof this report. Some dates need to be updated and I 
have done this ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ Additional 
comments have been added and are solely my ramblings. 
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